News Update No 9

in Ottery St Mary, Devon, UK
Patron: The Right Honorable The Lord Coleridge, 5th Baron of Ottery St Mary
Hon Sec: John Pilsworth,“Fir Grove”, Lower Broad Oak Road,West Hill, Ottery St Mary, EX11 1UF U.K.
Tel: 01404 812737 email: jmpilsworth@talktalk.net

Please forward this to anyone with an interest in Coleridge and / or Ottery St Mary. Also please stay in touch - if you read anything here that you'd like to comment on, or you want to
be added to, or removed from, the mailing list, use the online comment form on the website
www.coleridgememorial.org.uk

Happy New Year!
SUMMARY:
• Poetry Stones opening event -

Saturday 28th April 2012 (see below)
• General Meeting 23rd February
• Publicity - new leaflets available
• Literary Festival report
• New website goes online.

Poetry Stones launch
The Poetry Stones Launch Party will take place on 28th April at 2.30pm on the Land of Canaan (and
elsewhere) and we hope it will be an entertaining afternoon. The details have yet to be settled, but for the
moment just make a note in your diary.

Fund Raising
Huge thanks to our funders and everyone who made a donation to the poetry stones. The local (and
occasionally not-so-local) top-up fund closed on December 31st 2011 with £5200 in the bank!

Poetry Stones
The granite for the stones is now shipping from China (yes, China) and due to arrive next month. We
decided to use this source for two reasons - mainly price - nothing is available in the UK at anywhere near
the price from China, but also visual characteristics - local granite has a fairly coarse, multicoloured
texture - black, grey and white elements large enough to obscure the cut, unpainted lettering that has
been identified as the longest lasting, maintenance free option.

Having cast about for a suitable typeface and consulted locally on what might be suitable, we took our
views to the engraver and finally settled on a fairly conservative but attractive font called Baker Sygnet example here:

In Xanadu did Kubla Khan
Baker is technically sound from the engravers point of view - no fine serifs - but still has some of the
character of a serif face, and is also fairly condensed, so the longest lines in KK will fit into 1.2m
maximum stone length. Unless you express instant and violent distaste for this typeface, we shall press on
with it.

Publicity
The new information leaflets - four in all - (a short biographical profile of STC; a self guided tour of Ottery
to point out the Coleridge associations; a detailed look at Kubla Khan to help visitors enjoy the poetry
stones and a walking tour linking Ottery to the East Devon Way) will be publicised in the Ottery Gazette,
so local folk can try out the walks for themselves, and learn a bit more about Coleridge at the same time.
The new leaflets are available for inspection from the TIC in Ottery. The bulk of them are waiting
distribution once the poetry stones are installed in March, at which point they will be available in the
Exeter East Devon area, in hotels and B & Bs.
It will be interesting to see how they are made use of and how long they last. If anyone wants a set to
look at / comment on, either call in at Ottery TIC or send an A5 sae to me please (Chris Wakefield,
“Melbury”, Longdogs Lane, Ottery St Mary, Devon EX11 1HX)

Literary Festival
TIC manager Phyllis Baxter, Town Councillor Jo Talbot and Ottery’s librarian Carol Pentecost between them
put on a marvellous show over the weekend of October 21st/ 22nd. The festival included exhibitions in the

parish church, reading of the Rime of the Ancient Mariner by a team of children and adults in the
library, guided walks, the Coleridge Anniversary lunch at the Tumbling Weir Hotel and a Poetic Dinner - an
entertaining interleaving of food and poetry at the Normandy House. There is already talk of what might
be done this year. The pictures below show the group mustered for a guided walk with Peter Harris (far
right), and the reading of the Rime of the Ancient Mariner in the library - introduced by librarian Carol
Pentecost.

Membership
The subscription amnesty expires in June 2012, and members will no doubt be shocked to receive
requests for annual subscriptions! It’s an interesting time for the Project, and we need to think about
what we do next (assuming the poetry stones arrive as expected). So membership might be useful, to
facilitate input to that debate.
There remains a problem distributing news updates because not all our members have email addresses
listed with us. Now that we have a Membership Secretary (although she is still awaiting a briefing) we
hope we can do better in this direction. The meeting on Feb 23rd (see below) will discuss this.

New Website
You can now visit the new website - same address - www.coleridgememorial.org.uk. Our timetable was
for a Christmas launch but it slipped a little due to pressure of work on the Chairman and Hon Sec. There
are still some additions and corrections to make, but we hope the new site will complement and add to
information you can already find elsewhere on the internet. There will eventually be more detail on
walking routes, and other active ways to enjoy an interest in Coleridge. Please send any comments you
have - corrections / errors noted and so on. We are grateful to BitPod - our webmaestros - for their help
getting the new site up and running.

General Meeting
A general meeting for members has been arranged for the Thursday 23rd February at 7.30pm in the
Council Chamber, Broad Street, Ottery St Mary. Agenda and minutes of last meeting will circulate to
members shortly. This will give us a chance to check on progress and try to tie down some more details on
the launch - now set for Saturday 28th April.

Comments
If you have any comments about the Project or you want to help out, please use the online form at
www.coleridgememorial.org.uk or write to the Hon. Sec. at the address at the head of this newsletter.

‘Making it Local’ is a locally managed grants scheme in the Blackdown Hills and
East Devon AONB areas, incorporating funding from the EU, Defra and Leader.

The Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) enables communities to celebrate, look
after and learn more about our diverse heritage. From our great museums and
historic buildings to local parks and beauty spots or recording and celebrating
traditions, customs and history, HLF grants open up our nation’s heritage for
everyone to enjoy. Since 1994 it has supported more than 26,000 projects,
allocating over £4 billion across the UK. (www.hlf.org.uk)
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